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 Annual Cathedral Congregational Meeting 2022 

 

Introduction from the Dean 
 

This is a year of firsts. It is my first year as Dean, and Canon Andrew’s as Residentiary Canon. It is the 
first year of an annual meeting under the new Constitution and we no longer have a parish (dissolved 

by Bishop’s Decree 1st May 2021). This means that we do not have an Annual Vestry Meeting or 

Annual General Meeting, we have to learn a new name and with it a new identity. This booklet has 

been prepared for the ‘Annual Cathedral Congregational Meeting’. It is also the first year that we 
have a full set of accounts covering the areas previously administered by the Parochial Church Council 

and the Chapter separately. I have written a report as an introduction to those accounts, which I 

won’t repeat here. 
 

New identities take time to bed in. They take time to learn that things are different, especially when 

we have been so schooled in the previous ways. We are all having to come to terms with this in 

different areas of our lives, with the post-pandemic world inevitably bringing a ‘new normal’, which 
is not the same as before. It can leave us feeling very dislocated and longing for old certainties, which 

just are not there anymore or have changed substantially. 

 

Not everything is different though. This booklet contains a celebration of the life of the Cathedral 

community. Structures may change but the life continues to be vibrant. It has been a joy to read of 

the energy, the commitment and passion in each of the reports. This is a lively community and with 

each passing week I am discovering greater depths to that vitality. My arrival has been coterminous 

with the emergence from the pandemic, only to find ourselves returning to significant restrictions at 

the end of 2021 and beginning of 2022. It’s been a bumpy start but we are now coming out of those 
restrictions. 

 

Some things have not been able to resume. We give thanks for all they gave over the years past. 

Some things have resumed, albeit on a reduced scale at first. Some are yet to re-emerge and we look 

forward to how we will be able to do this. And there will be new initiatives to come as we respond 

with fresh thinking to the challenges and opportunities we have. Thank you to everyone who gives 

so much to the life and witness of this special place. 

 

I commend the reports that follow and join you in celebrating what has been able to take place 

despite the challenges. 

 

With my prayers and all good wishes 

 

Ian Black 

Dean of Newport / Deon Casnewydd 

 

12th March 2022 

 

 

 



Report from the Newport Area Deanery Conference 2021 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on July 14th 2021 at St Cadoc’s Church, Caerleon. The Revd Sue 
Pratten had only recently been asked by the Bishop to be Acting Area Dean and this necessarily meant 

that the AGM was held with only relatively short notice. This, combined with the continuing problems 

of the pandemic, meant that attendance was adversely affected. Nevertheless, the Conference was 

able to carry out its constitutional functions by making nominations for election to the Governing 

Body, receiving the accounts and providing members with the opportunity to express their concerns. 

These were mostly in relation to the new Ministry Areas which were in the process of formation. 

Questions were raised about the possibility of amalgamating Newport Area Deanery with that of 

Bassaleg, of which the Revd Sue Pratten is also Acting Area Dean, as well as practical issues arising 

from combining churches from different parishes. The meeting took place at a time of great 

uncertainty and it was hoped that many of the issues would be resolved by the time of the next AGM 

due in June 2022. 

 

Malcolm Phillips 

Acting Area Deanery Secretary 

 

 

Monmouth Diocesan Conference 2020 

 

The 2020 Annual Conference was held in Newport Cathedral on 17th October 2020, with just a few 

members in attendance, the majority being present online. Sian King and Robert Cornelius 

represented Newport Cathedral for a second year. 

After an opening act of Worship, the President of Conference, Right Reverend Cherry Vann, Bishop 

of Monmouth, welcomed delegates to the first ever online conference, necessitated by the current 

regulations imposed by the Covid pandemic. She added her heartfelt thanks to all those involved in 

keeping the life, work and witness of the Church going in these difficult times. 

There then followed Conference Business, including agreement of the minutes from 19th October 

2019 and reports from various committees including: the Standing Committee, the Parsonage Board 

and the Diocesan Board of Finance, the latter being strongly influenced by the closure of all churches 

in March 2020. 

The President than gave an address focussing on the many challenges encountered by church families 

during the past months, and with further uncertainties ahead. Nevertheless, following a Consultation 

Day on the proposals to re-structure the diocese into Ministry Areas, plans were continuing to turn 

this into reality. Bishop Cherry continued with positive and encouraging words on two themes: 

discipleship and stewardship, and concluded by entrusting our future to God. This was followed by a 

question time for the delegates. 

This conference was shorter than usual, perhaps owing to the innovative format together with the 

limitations imposed by having to be arranged at short notice during uncertainties as to restrictions 

on gatherings. 

The President then gave her final remarks, ending with a closing prayer. 

 

 



Monmouth Diocesan Conference 2021 

 

This year’s Annual Conference was held in two parts: Thursday 14th October and Saturday 16th 

October 2021 via Zoom from St Teilo’s High School, Cardiff. Sian King and Robert Cornelius 
represented Newport Cathedral for a third year. 

 

Session 1 

After an opening act of Worship, led by the Dean and Cathedral Choristers, the President of 

Conference, Right Reverend Cherry Vann, Bishop of Monmouth, welcomed delegates to a second 

year of virtual meetings. 

 

There then followed Conference Business, including agreement of the minutes from 17th October 

2020 and reports from various committees, including: the Standing Committee; the Parsonage Board; 

and, the Diocesan Board of Finance.  

 

Two motions were then presented to conference, both of which were agreed: 

 

MOTION A: The Diocesan Conference agrees that the regular worshipper’s attendance figure for 2019 

shall be utilised in calculating the 2020 and 2021 regular worshipper’s attendance figure for the 
elections set out in the Diocesan Constitution. This is in response to the exceptional circumstances 

resulting from the COVID pandemic. 

MOTION B: The Diocesan Conference agrees that Article Nine, Lay Elected Members section (b) 

subsection (ii) of the Constitution of the Monmouth Diocesan Conference shall be amended by 

replacing the word fifty with the word forty. 

This subsection to then read as:  

(ii) one person shall be elected to membership of the conference by each benefice for each forty 

regular worshippers or part thereof determined as set out above and as notified at conference by 

the Secretary of conference. This is necessary to ensure that lay representative exceeds clerical 

numbers at conference as per Article 7 section (c). 

 

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Saturday 15th October 2022. 

 

Session 2 

After an opening act of Worship, led by students from St Teilo’s C in W Secondary School, the 
President of Conference, Right Reverend Cherry Vann, Bishop of Monmouth, gave the Conference 

Address on the overall theme of "Faith in the Future" and she particularly emphasised the wonderful 

work being done by clergy and lay to maintain worship and pastoral care during the many challenges 

of the Covid pandemic. 

After a short break, delegates entered one of five breakout meetings to discuss one of the following 

areas: discipleship; stewardship; equality and diversity; social justice; environmental issues. Ian 

Loynd, Head teacher of St Teilo’s High School, then led conference through an imagination exercise. 
The President then gave her final remarks, ending with a closing prayer. 

All proceedings were recorded, and are available on the Diocesan website 

https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/diocesan-conference-2021 

 

 

https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/diocesan-conference-2021


Congregational Committee Annual Report 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website & Newsletter Report for 2020/21 
 

 

Cathedral Website 

 
During the pandemic, the website had an important role not only in keeping people in touch but in 

supporting access to the streaming of regular worship, in the first instance from clergy homes, then 

an almost empty cathedral, then a slowly filling cathedral. The streaming itself was very ably set up 

by David Neale on YouTube and has proved a popular feature with several hundred watching on 

Sundays. Alongside this, a special "Virtual Cathedral" page was also developed with recordings of the 

choir. 

 

The website has developed a number of new features and functionality over the last two years. A 

ticker line across the top containing news of immediate interest or urgency has proved, from informal 

feedback, to be effective. The home page has been developed to include all upcoming events, and a 

ticketing facility was introduced for Christmas and other popular services. The new Governance page 

gives details and lists the members of Chapter and of the Congregational Committee. Signing up to 

the Cathedral News was another new feature early in 2020, and this has steadily grown over the two 

years to reach 80 subscribers who receive a weekly email. Usage of the website i.e. number of users 

comparing 2020 with 2021 has increased by 20%.  
 

 

Newsletter 
 

The St Woolos Quarterly was published less over the last two years, since there was no means of 

distributing the printed copies during the restrictions. Nevertheless, two issues were produced in 

2020 and three issues in 2021, all of which were sent out electronically to Cathedral News subscribers 

as well as a with a small print run.  

 



The format remains the same, and the editors continue to encourage contributions on a wide range 

of topics from the Cathedral family. The remit of the Quarterly is to publish material that is of interest 

not only to regular worshippers but also to the wider community in Newport and beyond. The Dean's 

message is always an important part of this. There is also a small number of advertisements to defray 

part of the cost. 

 

Communications Group 
 

As a result of a recommendation from the Congregational Committee to Chapter in 2021, a small 

group is starting up to undertake a review of cathedral communication networks and suggest 

improvements. This will be reported on for the Annual Congregational Meeting next year. 

 

 

 

Sian & Brian King 

March 2022 

 

The Cathedral Shop  

 
At last we are able to open our doors again even if it is only on Sundays and during events in the 

Cathedral. However if there is anything which you might like to look at any time please get in touch 

with me. 

Our cards are as interesting as ever and we are gradually adding to our selection of books including 

guidance on Intercessions for those who feel that they may like to take part in this in the future. 

If there are any books which you feel we should add to our selection please advise me. The cost of 

all purchases goes towards the up keep of this beautiful Cathedral. 

Do pop in and have a browse. 

 

Christine Thomas 

 

 
St Woolos Mothers Union February 3rd 2022 

 

 

Branch Leaders Report 
 

As we all know the last two years have been somewhat chaotic due to the infamous Covid 19. After 
the last A.G.M. on February 6th 2020, we held just one more meeting on March 5th 12 members were 
present and 2 visitors. Maureen was unable to attend as she had had a nasty accident at home, falling 
down the stairs, breaking one ankle and badly spraining the other. Then Covid arrived and we all 



entered the world of lockdown. 
  
I don't need to dwell on this as we all know what it was like. 
However, we were not completely idle during this time, from November 2020 until August 2021 we 

Continued “meeting” every week via Zoom, we were very thankful for the technology that allowed 
this. Each week prayers were led by different members and Maureen kept us up to date with Diocesan 
and Provincial news. We learned about Faithful Women of the Bible from the quiz sent from Mary 
Sumner House and another time suggested answers to the quizzes in the Diocesan Newsletters. We 
also discussed ideas from the Connect publication. Occasionally we were joined by a former member 
now living in Trowbridge. It really kept us up to date with things. 
 

Also during this time Dean Lister retired and went to live in Liverpool, eventually we had a new 
Dean.....and Ian Black and his wife came to live in the Deanery. 
 

On September 2nd 2021 we had our first meeting since March 2020, it took the form of a Branch 
Eucharist, led by Dean Ian to celebrate 145 years of Mothers' Union and, of course the resumption of 
our Branch Meetings. We used the readings for Mary Sumner Day as we recalled that 2021 marked 
the 100th Anniversary of the death of our Founder on August 9th. The service was held in the Cathedral 
with all the rules observed but in spite of this it was a real pleasure to be able to meet up again I'm 
sure everyone enjoyed it, I know I did. 
 

The next meeting on October 7th was attended by 12 members and 2 visitors. 
In spite of continuing regulations we were able to sing a hymn, which was very nice, even wearing a 
mask. Maureen, thankfully now much recovered and able to get about once again, brought us up to 
date with Diocesan news, she and Jen Robinson attended the Diocesan Coffee morning “ Way to Go” 
regarding the future of the Mothers' Union. 
 

The November meeting took place in the Cathedral Hall, which were able to use again, there were 8 
members present with 3 apologies. Jen Robinson acted as secretary. Carol Taplin had suggested that 
members might like to knit or crochet other animals besides Teddies by way of a change. Pauline has 
already made a Panda and a Pig. As we currently have no speakers, members had been asked to 
choose a hymn and tell us why they had chosen that particular one. Maureen provided some 
information about each hymn and then we sang it with Ruth at the piano. We were also able to have 
tea and coffee. 
 

The December meeting was not very well attended due to the 30 Somethings having their Christmas 
lunch on the same day. There were 6 Members and 1 visitor. Jen once more acting as Secretary. 
 

We were sorry to have to report that one of our members Cynthia Allen had fallen and broken her 
hip, we received a card from her daughter telling us that Cynthia and her husband had moved and 
providing their new address. She also said that she is still not very mobile but hoping to be able to 
join us again. 
Joyce Coxall, an Indoor member, died at the age of 95 and Judy Davies whom we have not seen for 
some time due to her poor health, had also died. We then played the Mary Game. This involved a 
tray of different articles on display and we had to decide how each one was related in some way to 
Mothers' Union. I believe we all enjoyed it. Tea and coffee was served 

 



Considering what a difficult time we have all experienced during the last 2 years and of course it is 
not over yet, it is encouraging to note we are, hopefully, now moving towards some sort of normality. 
I sincerely hope for all our sakes that it will continue to be so throughout the year ahead. 
 

 

 

 

Thirty-somethings Annual Report 2021 

 
 
Thanks to Garry and Sue, the Group enjoyed a Christmas Lunch at Junction 28 on 6th December 2021. 

Unfortunately numbers were limited due to the Pandemic. It was so good to be with friends after 

such a long time and we were pleased that Dean Ian was able to attend.  

 

Garry has ideas for organizing a quiz night with fish and chip supper and there are hopes of the 

possibility of an interesting excursion somewhere. 

 

We will of course be looking forward to meeting the new Residentiary Canon and the possibility of 

handing over to him the Chair of ‘Thirty-Somethings’ at the Annual General Meeting. This is assuming 

that life with the pandemic will be more normal. 

 

Yvonne Oakes  (Hon Sec) 

 
 

Choir Annual Report 2022 

 

It has been another difficult year for the choir, filled with restrictions, constraints and uncertainty.  

Despite these challenges, the choir has continued to work with perseverance and enthusiasm and I 

am delighted by the high standards they achieve every week. 

 

Having had to suspend the choir after the morning service on Christmas day 2020, we were not able 

to meet again until shortly before Easter 2021.  During this period, Sunday morning services 

continued and although congregational singing was not permitted, we were allowed to have a soloist 

sing.  We were all very grateful to those who volunteered to sing, choristers and adults, and we were 

treated to some wonderful performances of hymns and solo vocal music, which really enhanced our 

worship. 

 

The choir managed to maintain a considerable amount of activity online.  Firstly, by working together 

as a “virtual choir”, we produced “virtual recordings” of hymns to be played in the Sunday morning 
services: it was good to be able to sing together, albeit virtually, despite being isolated from each 

other. The production of these virtual recordings was a highly laborious process involving the 

recording of an organ backing track, which was circulated to choir members, who then recorded their 

part at home, listening to the backing track through headphones.  I then edited the individual singing 

tracks together using a computer programme called Davinci Resolve, trying to ensure everyone 

started and stopped at the same time, that notes and words were properly aligned and all the voice 

parts were balanced.  The software is incredibly clever and it was even possible to add acoustic to try 



and simulate the size and shape of the Cathedral and to place the individual singers in 3D space to 

give a sense of the layout of the different voice parts in the building.  I am extremely grateful to David 

Neale who got me started with learning how to use the software. Without his guidance and his 

immense skill and technical expertise the end results would not have been so successful.  Secondly, 

we stayed in touch with each other socially by gathering on Zoom.  The choristers enjoyed Sunday 

evening Zoom sessions at 5pm (when we should have been singing Evensong) and took part in various 

activities such as quizzes, scavenger hunts and music note bingo and ‘the backrow’ also had regular 
Saturday night Zoom quizzes and we even celebrated some big birthdays on Zoom! 

 

After doing some thorough risk assessments, the choir was able to come together, with strict limits 

in terms of numbers, length of session and social distancing, to record some music live for the Holy 

Week and Easter services in 2021. Hymns, choral pieces, Taizé chants, a Mass Setting, the Gloria and 

Alleluias were recorded which allowed us to have fully sung services from Palm Sunday through to 

Easter day. 

 

Summer term 2021 was a little more “normal”, although, we were still very heavily restricted in terms 

of numbers: no more than 15 people could sing together, at services or at rehearsals, meaning that 

a highly complicated rota had to be produced.  In order to maintain strict 2m social distancing, the 

choir sang from the north aisle, as we didn’t feel we could achieve the required distancing and keep 

people safe in the choir stalls.  Acoustically, this was extremely difficult, as the choir was so spread 

out, meaning that it was very difficult to hear each other.  I’m incredibly proud of the high standards 

the choir achieved during this time and of their hard work and professionalism, particularly the 

choristers who, as always, took everything in their stride and just got on with singing, despite the 

difficult circumstances.  The choir sang at the 10.30am service throughout the summer term and 

from June onwards we could have more people singing (the law allowed up to 30 people to take part 

in an indoor activity), although we were still limited by social distancing and the space available in 

the north aisle, which only allowed up to 18 people. 

 

I would like to mention a few particular highlights from the last year: 

 

It was a delight and privilege to be able to sing at Ian’s installation on 22nd May 2021 and it was a joy 
to work with him to choose the music for this service.  We particularly enjoyed learning a new anthem 

by Malcolm Archer, “Walk humbly with your God” that he chose as an introit to the service, an 
excellent addition to our repertoire, and everyone appreciated the hymn that Ian had written, “Christ 
the Saviour”, with different symbols of the church’s mission and ministry being brought up to the 
altar by representatives of the congregation, a meaningful sign of our life as a community.   

 

We also enjoyed being able to sing at the licensing of Ian Rees and the new Cathedral Canons on 20th 

June and at a livestreamed Choral Evensong involving the whole choir for the end of choir term on 

18th July.  This was a really special occasion, as the whole choir hadn’t sung together since before the 
pandemic started and we thoroughly enjoyed an end of term party involving ice lollies and Pimms 

(adults only, obviously!) in glorious summery weather in the Deanery garden after the service. We’re 
looking forward to this becoming a firm fixture in the choir’s annual calendar! 

 

On 19th September, we hosted a Royal School of Church Music “International Chorister Day”, when 
the choristers were joined by other local young people for an afternoon of singing and music themed 

crafts, culminating in a sung act of worship.  On 17th October we enjoyed welcoming people from 



around the Diocese to join with us for a special Songs of Praise service celebrating the 100th 

anniversary of the Diocese and one of the choristers was invited to present their choice of hymn 

(Cwm Rhondda).  On 21st November the choristers took part in a Children’s Variety Performance, 
celebrating the talents of children in Newport at the auditorium at the International Convention 

Centre.  This was a splendid occasion and it was exciting to sing in front of an audience of nearly 1000 

people! 

 

Recruitment of new choristers over the last year has been challenging, as most primary schools are 

not allowing any external visitors and many schools are still not permitting the children to sing.  I 

have managed to distribute letters about the choir to some schools and was allowed to go in to speak 

to the children at St Woolos Primary School and we were able to go into Eveswell Primary School and 

listen to the children sing in small groups.  Ten new girls and one new boy joined the choir as 

probationer choristers in November and sang for the first time at the Crib Service in December.   

 

We have admitted Thomas as a full chorister this year and said farewell to a number of older 

choristers: Alfie, Harri, Rowan, Griff and Max from the boys and Ffion and Eirianedd from the girls.  

They were all publicly thanked at a Sunday morning service for their dedication and everything they 

have contributed to the life of the Cathedral and we wish them well! It has been a delight to welcome 

Alfie, Rowan and Harri to the ‘back row’ where they are all already flourishing as tenors and basses.  
We were also delighted to present Bethan her RSCM gold award – congratulations to her.  

 

Sincere thanks are due, as always, to Jeremy Blasby and Steve Harries for their support, hard work, 

professionalism and musicianship and for everything they do to ensure that the choir runs so 

efficiently and smoothly.   

 

Finally, can I say how grateful I am to all the members of the choir: the boys and girls and their 

parents, and the adults for their hard work, commitment and enthusiasm and for the enormous 

contribution they make to the worship at the cathedral.   

 

Emma Gibbins    February 2022  

 

 

Music@StWoolos 

 

 
After the enforced break the Music@StWoolos concerts and recitals recommenced in July 2021 with 

an organ recital by our Director of Music, Dr Emma Gibbins. 

 

Invitations to perform in the Cathedral were sent to groups and individuals who had been unable to 

come in 2020 because of the pandemic restrictions and so in the months that followed we were able 

to welcome some current and former students from the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama, as 

well as Thomas and Richard McMahon, Fumi Otsuki and Joseph Tong. 

 

The virus continued to have an affect however and two planned performances had to be cancelled. 

The City of Newport Symphony Orchestra were able to take one of the vacated dates and such was 

their popularity that people had to be turned away at the door! 

 



The average audience for other performances was more than 50 and we were pleased and grateful 

that most of our pre-pandemic regulars returned to enjoy the music. 

 

The proportion of the collections given to performers was increased to recognise the lack of income 

they had suffered, but the Cathedral funds continued to benefit. The total collection, £377.82, at 

Emma’s recital was donated, at her request, to The Wallich, a charity that supports homeless and 
vulnerable people in Wales. 

 

A sad footnote: Prof Brian Peeling passed away in July, in his 91st year. It was his idea to hold concerts 

in the Cathedral with free entrance and a retiring collection instead of charging for admission. He 

also donated the Bosendorfer grand piano in memory of his wife Audrey. That is a gift that continues 

to be appreciated by pianists and audiences @St Woolos. 

 

Brian Cox 

 

 

1st Newport Girls Brigade 

March 1934 - October 2021 

 

It was with great sadness that our group has had to close but with only three girls returning when 

we opened up in September after a few weeks and talking to the girls and parents it was agreed to 

close. 

So I have written our history from when it started to the present day. The Girls Brigade organisation 

started in Ireland in 1893 then in Scotland and England and Wales soon followed. 

We as a group were first known as Girls Guildry. The Chaplain at the time was The Rev King and the 

Captain was Miss Joan Barnes, the enrolment of the 1st Newport Girls Guildry took place March 24th 

1934. Membership grew and in 1936 we attended a Red Cross parade in honour of the late Princess 

Royal (Daughter of King George V and Queen Mary). In March 1937 we performed at the Queens hall 

in front of the present Queen Elizabeth. 

In 1944 Miss Barnes retired and Miss Daphne Allen and Miss Joan Bottomley took over. A guard of 

honour was formed at the wedding of Miss Bottomley and Mr Morgan in 1947. In 1950 we had girls 

taking part in a presentation of 50yrs at Holyrood Palace to celebrate. Two members gained their 

DoE Gold awards. 

In 1952 Miss Allen started an additional group at St Luke’s our sister church at the time. 

In the 1950’s and 1960’s uniform organisations began to wane and in 1965 the Girls Brigade was 
formed and there was an amalgamation of the Girls Guildry, Girls Life Brigade and the Girls Brigade 

of Ireland. 

In 1987 Miss Daphne Allen and Mrs Joan Morgan retired and Mrs Susan Smith took over the group 

and as she had joined in 1963 and had worked her way through the ranks. 



The group grew over the years and we were able to attend many events from performances in the 

Albert hall, Queen Mother birthday parades, the Cardiff Carnival, Jubilee Parade, Quests at the Guild 

Hall dinner, Remembrance Parades here in Newport and London and a Queen's Garden party, 

meeting many of the royal family members including the Duke of Edinburgh. 

We have been guard of honour to many weddings here at the Cathedral. Many camps have been 

enjoyed albeit very exhausting. Many a good time has been of an evening fundraising with the 

congregation joining in and supporting us all the way. The girls throughout this whole journey have 

been amazing. They are individuals who when they come on the first evening are quiet shy are a little 

bit nervous but they develop and grow in confidence becoming outgoing and self-assured as well as 

developing friendships. 

We have also supported many charities including the guide dogs, cancer and the Cathedral roof fund 

with our pennies collection which were lined up to run from the lych gate to the hall doors, and the 

whole length of the Cathedral inside - it was called the mile of pennies. 

Our moto is Seek Serve and Follow Christ and our aim is to help girls to become followers of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and through self-control, reverence, and a sense of responsibility to find true enrichment 

of life.  

Many I say a big thank you to everyone who has helped and supported us over the years. Without 

everyone’s help we would not have had a group. There are too many to mention by name so thank 
you. 

May I take this opportunity to say thank you to my family for their support and understanding. 

This organisation has given me so many highlights from a young Explorer to captain, commissioner, 

council member and long lasting friendships, for which I shall be forever grateful.  

Sue Smith 

 

 

St Woolos Tower Wardens Report 2020 / 2021 

 

It’s been a crazy disrupted two years since our last AGM - this was held on 16th March 2020 in the 

ringing chamber and chaired by Dean Lister. The very next day, restrictions were put in place and on 

Tuesday 19th March, Anne and I went and rang all bells down as it was clear we wouldn’t be ringing 
for a few weeks. Sadly this turned into a few months. We checked the bells and ringing room several 

times during this period and the next time we were allowed to ring was Sunday 30th August which 

also happened to be Dean Lister’s last service before retirement, so that seemed fitting. Restrictions 
had eased a little and this now meant we could ring on Sundays but with a Risk Assessment in place.  

Social distancing meant we could ring a maximum of 6 bells, and we needed masks, as much 

ventilation as possible and hand gel was provided. We had another ringing hole for 4 weeks in Oct / 

Nov 2020. The only Christmas service we rang for was Christmas Day itself and then another big gap 

followed with the next ringing on Easter Day 2021. We had the muffles on for the passing of the Duke 

of Edinburgh in April 2021 and tolled the tenor on the day of his funeral. 



We continued to ring for services, including the Installation of our new Dean in May 2021, until the 

present day. 

Practices resumed in August 2021 but were again restricted in January 2022 by the COVID Omicron 

variant. We were allowed to have groups of 6 though, so decided some targeted practice for our 

newest learners. February saw this particular restriction lifted and so open practices resumed again. 

There have been no full peal attempts since the AGM in 2020 and no quarter peals either. No 

weddings, no social events, no dinner day and no outing. 

We are very dependent on a core of about 6 ringers who are there most Sundays.  We seem to have 

fewer ringers these days, so need to recruit and teach in the very near future. 

St Woolos ringers are also still involved in helping and teaching at other Monmouth Diocese towers 

such as Tredunnock, Llanedeyrn and St Mellons, although this has obviously been much reduced in 

the last two years.  

Looking forward, the Cathedral is hosting the Llandaff & Monmouth Diocesan Association AGM in 

April 2022. It is always lovely to show off our superb bells to other South Wales bell ringers. 

CCTV is also under consideration has once again as a teaching aid, this is being considered as a 

possible use of the £250 we received from Margaret Tribbick in memory of Jonathan. We would plan 

to use this as a live stream from the bells and ringing chamber down to a screen below so the 

congregation can see us as well as hear us.  

We are very appreciative in having such supportive clergy and staff within the Cathedral and we can 

nearly always allow requests for extra sessions from both local and visiting bands to come and ring 

on our exceptional bells. 

 

March 2022    Barry Hayman   Tower Warden 

 

 

 

Sunday School Report  
 

Many of us who grew up in a Church Family will have fond memories of Sunday school. 

I was lucky enough to start St Woolos Sunday School as a very young child. Apart from being away at 

University in the 70s I have been there since.  

I started in the old Cathedral Hall over the Road. Throughout the years we used various buildings - 

the old Hall, downstairs and upstairs in the Cathedral and the Family Centre at 88 Stow Hill. With 

these changes came different times- some years on a Sunday morning and some in the afternoon. 

Eventually we had the lovely new Cathedral Hall and settled there during morning service. 

Those of you who have attended or brought your children to Sunday school, will have your own 

memories, Christmas Parties, Bazaars and Whitsun outings etc. There will also be the people who 

taught us - forgive those I have forgotten - Joan Barnes, Mrs Pritchard, Harriet Hoskins, Dean Ellis 

Evans, Craigie Evans, My mother Joan Morgan, my Godmother Daphne Allen, Mr Fred Pye who was 

in charge for many years, then myself and Sue Smith, Jayne Fenwick, Sam Mayhew.... the list is 

endless. 



Sue and I have been running Sunday school together since we moved to the new hall in the 80s. In 

that time we have seen many families come and go. We have had traditions which included the 

production and distribution of Mothering Posies, An Easter service on Good Friday, Whitsun 

homemade gifts for the whole congregation, and summer trips to the Farm, Harvest baskets, dressing 

up at Christmas, parties, and Christingles and book prizes at Advent. More recently these have been 

donated by Mrs Dianne Pye. 

When families have moved on, there can be a sense of them having no further contact with church 

but those foundation stones that have been laid stay with most people for ever. They will talk with 

pride about their connection with the Cathedral when they come to book their child's baptism or 

may arrange the funeral of a parent. Sometimes a familiar face will appear at Midnight Eucharist or 

on Easter Sunday Morning and they wave across the aisle as if they saw us yesterday. We find 

ourselves searching our brains for a name! For some the foundations have been firmer and they have 

gone on to be loyal choristers, servers and communicant members of the congregation. Others have 

family who are still in the congregation and attendance at a service is part of a weekend visit. 

Once we moved to the new hall in the 1980s Sue Smith and I ran the group together. Joan Morgan 

and Daphne Allen took the opportunity to retire. The years went by and the group became smaller. 

Sundays changed with society treating it as another weekday and there were lots of other activities 

for children. We continued to run the Sunday morning group with what Dean Lister called 'the usual 

suspects' At the same time Rev Mark Dymond worked with us to start an occasional Saturday group 

for families called 'the Ark'. This went very well with members of the congregation being involved 

and we would all eat breakfast together and enjoy activities. Everybody brought a cuddly toy animal 

and placed them on the Ark. 

One Sunday in March 2020, we came upstairs for Communion as usual. Dean Lister asked us to 

remain upstairs afterwards. He made the announcement that he was going to be leaving the 

Cathedral and he wanted the children to be present for that. 

The following week we welcomed a small groups of children as usual and we discussed Lister's 

leaving. Little did we know that this was our last meeting together and we would go into lockdown? 

This affected everybody and delayed Lister's move. 

Since returning to services in the Cathedral, the restrictions have prevented the running of activities 

for children but we look forward to new opportunities for families in the Cathedral, especially as we 

welcome Andrew. 

Thank you to everybody who has supported Sunday school over all those years and we look forward 

to there being new opportunities for children. For now Sue and I will take the opportunity to enjoy 

the services as adults. We are both reaching retirement age and feel it is a job for somebody younger 

although we would be happy to support any new activities in a low key way. 

 

Hilary Sloan 

 
 
 

The Living Churchyard 
 

The Living Churchyard at St Woolos is inspired by the Living Churchyard movement that the diocese 

became involved in some years ago.  Examples of the many projects that have been set up can be 

found by searching on ’Living Churchyard’ and now also on ‘Caring for God’s Acre’.  Please see as well 
About Caring for God’s Acre – Caring For God's Acre (caringforgodsacre.org.uk) for more information. 

 

https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/about-us/


During the restrictions due to the pandemic, nature in the St Woolos Living Churchyard area (to the 

north and east of the Cathedral building) has been largely left to get on with life undisturbed.  And 

to some extent that suits nature well although to get the best out of a wildlife area some 

management is necessary.  This will include strimming or scything the meadow areas in late summer 

and managing the bird feeders and nest boxes. 

 

We all hope that the pandemic is coming to an end and that activities that have been suspended can 

now resume.  So I have set out below some areas where action could be taken.  However, one thing 

that has changed recently is that under the new Cathedral constitution the Chapter not the PCC are 

now responsible for the management of the churchyard and whether some developments occur will 

depend on their agreement. 

 

Areas requiring action include: 

• Reinstatement of notices explaining the Living Churchyard. 

• Additional notices so that our neighbours and visitors understand why the meadow areas are 

being allowed to grow uncut until August.  This is a common practice in areas being cultivated 

as wild flower meadows such as at Hampton Court and the Fellows’ garden at King’s College 
Cambridge so we are in good company. 

• An interpretation board illustrating some of the plants and animals to be found in in the 

churchyard. 

• Encouragement of local schools, to make use of the churchyard for aspects of their syllabus.   

• Greater involvement of the congregation and local residents with visiting and maintenance. 

• Welcoming visits from local wildlife, history and other groups. 

 

The survey carried out a few years ago by the Gwent Wildlife Trust suggests that some of the plant 

species in the churchyard may have been present on the site when the first church was built by St 

Gwynllyw.  If this is true, it is remarkable to think that in the built up centre of Newport we may have 

such a living link with our patron saint, a leafy Celtic oasis in the heart of an urban landscape.  

 

Philip Jones 

 

 

 

       
 


